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cleavage in the intellectual life of townspeople was already raising problems bound to become important with the gradual democratization of life.
If the lower classes disliked the cultured aristocracy it is clear that the educated rich in turn looked down on the "lesser folk," who appeared to them incapable of light and culture. The indifference of the "riffraff" to the learned sermons of the clergy and their hearty response to the emotional appeals of the revivalists during the Great Awakening of the 1740s was, in the eyes of the elite, only one proof of the intellectual shortcomings of the masses, Their "foolish/* convivial, gay street songs, adaptations no doubt of current London music hall ditties, also betokened in the minds of cultured and pious leaders a lack of taste and propriety.
On the eve of the Revolution the seventeenth-century sumptuary legislation was largely a memory. But the established classes had by no means abandoned all types of social control. The criminal code was harsh. The church and the schools, as upholders of law and order, made use of broadsides to promote obedience, respect for authority and rank, and upright living. Descriptions of earthquakes were accompanied by solemn warnings sometimes directed specifically to the lowly wicked to repent lest similar visitations of God's wrath utterly destroy them. The execution of criminals charged with offenses against society was similarly made the occasion for hortatory warnings frequently put into the alleged 'last confession" of the culprit:
Let servants all in their own Place The masters serve with Faith. Lest God should leave them to themselves As these poor Creatures were.
Shun vain and idle Company; They'll lead you soon astray; From ill-famed Houses ever flee, And keep yourselves away. With honest Labor earn your Bread, While in your youthful Prime; Nor come you near the Harlot's Bed; Nor idly waste your Time.
The gulf between the intellectual and cultural attitudes of the lowest and highest ranks was wide, but some hoped that a bridge might be